Common Core and PARRC
What is Common Core?
The Common Core State Standards are a list of statements declaring what students at every grade level should be
learning. Read more about it: http://www.corestandards.org/
Forty-five states have agreed to follow the Common Core. Maryland is one of those states. The states have joined
one of two consortiums: PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and
Career:http://www.parcconline.org/) or Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (http://www.smarterbalanced.org/).
Maryland is part of the PARCC consortium. In fact, Maryland is one of the few states under PARCC that are
considered to be "at the table" with PARCC which means that representatives from Maryland attend meetings with
PARCC and are part of the decision making process. Maryland has taken the Common Core State Standards a step
further to clarify them in the Maryland Frameworks (http://mdk12.org/instruction/commoncore/).

So what does this mean for you and your child?
For the past few years, teachers at Dumbarton Middle School have been learning about the Common Core State
Standards and have been preparing for the curriculum switch. Starting with the 2013-14 school year, new middle
school curricula will be in place for ELA (English / Language Arts) and Math (Math 6, PreAlgebra 7, Math 8, and
Algebra I). Not only WHAT will be taught has changed, but HOW lessons will be taught will be different too. This year
the content for Science and Social Studies will remain the same, but again, the HOW lessons will be taught will
change.
In addition, the MSA test has been replaced by the PARCC assessment. PARCC is sharing sample items as they are
developed. (http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-assessment)

Resources
What Parents Can Do to Help their Children Learn
Top Ten Things Parents Need to Know About the Common Core State Standards
Common Core Video Resources for Parents
Common Core State Standards’ Myths and Facts

PARRC
Sample Test Questions
ELA: http://www.parcconline.org/samples/english-language-artsliteracy/grade-6-elaliteracy
Math: http://www.parcconline.org/samples/mathematics/grade-6-mathematics
Parent Guide for PARCC test results
PARCC states have partnered with GreatSchools to launch the Great Kids Test Guide for Parents, a new resource to
assist parents in helping their children prepare academically for the next grade level and for college and careers.
The guide was developed as a road map for parents. It gives you information about what your child needs to know at
each grade level and how you can help your child succeed academically, based on how they performed on the
PARCC assessment. It also explains what knowledge and skills are needed for each area of the test and which parts
are especially tough for kids, while offering easy ways to boost a child's skills at home.
http://www.greatschools.org/gk/common-core-test-guide/?utm_source=PARCC+Updates+12-192015&utm_campaign=12.19.15+PARCC+Updates&utm_medium=email

